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SAFETY AT THE FOREFRONT 


In the days since September 11" the focus of businesses 
around the country has been on safety, safety of the 
workers and safety of visitors and the public. Although 
environmental compliance has not been the top priority 
on CEOs agendas, the regulatory agencies are still 
concerned with the compliance of companies. Safety 
and environmental issues may not seem to be related, but 
management of environmental activities is more 
important than it used to be. 


Hazardous waste or hazardous materials are stored at 
many facilities that are owned and operated by Massport 
and its tenants. Not only is it important to ensure that 
these materials are managed in compliance with all 
applicable regulations, but that they are stored in area 
that is only accessible to employees. The following is a 
list of some things that you can do to ensure that your 
waste and materials are kept safely. 


Know your employees and their backgrounds. 
Limit access to materials and waste. 

Use a licensed hauler for waste. 

Have an accurate inventory of products on-site. 


Inspect storage areas daily. 


As in the past, it has been said that the Environment is 
Everybody’s business. The same now can be said about 
safety. All departments in an organization can do their 
part to making their company a safe place to work. 


EnviroQuestion 

By recycling one ton of paper how many of the 
following can you save: trees; gallons of water; 
gallons of oil; pounds of air pollution; cubic yards of 
landfill space; and Kilowatt hours of energy? 

Answer in the next issue. 


Quarter IT Question: 

In the U.S. how many tons of carbon dioxide 
emissions does each person contribute per year? 

Answer: Each person contributes about 22 tons of 
carbon dioxide emissions per year. 











VITONEWS 


Cows Providing 
Electricity 


} 
We all try to do our part to promote <> 


_ pollution prevention and conserve to 
'save the environment. In Wisconsin the electric 
company, Wisconsin Electric, is going to provide 
electricity to 150 homes using cow manure. 
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The utility is going to purchase the newest form of 
renewable electricity from a “manure digester facility”. 
| The facility captures the methane gas and uses it to 
_ power a small utility plant at a local farm. The farm has 
- about 1,800 dairy cows. It takes only 12 cows to power 
a home! 


Pollution Prevention: An Overview 


Pollution prevention activities are designed to stop 
pollution before it is generated. This can mean using 
less toxic or harmful raw materials, changing 
processes or work practices, improving the capture of 
wastes, and reusing or recycling wastes. Some 
common pollution prevention examples involve 
switching from oil based to water based paints, using 
low volatile degreasers, using waste oil for heating, 
using less toxic cleaning products, reducing energy 
and water use, and reusing waste construction 
materials. 


The success of pollution prevention depends largely 
on the ingenuity, commitment, and awareness of staff. 
The best pollution prevention ideas come from 
familiarity with materials, methods, and end product 
(a clean floor, a rebuilt engine, etc.). Successful 
pollution prevention frequently results in less waste 
generation and often in savings due to a decrease in 
raw material use and waste disposal. 


It takes only a small amount of oil, solvent, or paint to 
contaminate a local water body or groundwater well. 
Pollution prevention is an important part of reducing 
our impact on the environment. 


EMS 
CHECKING AND 
CORRECTIVE ACTION 


In the last issue of EnviroNews the 
implementation and operation 
element of an _ Environmental 
Management System (EMS) was 
discussed. The next phase in 
development of an EMS is 
Checking and Corrective Action. 


This section provides you with an 
opportunity to verify that the 
system is working. This 
verification is done in several 
ways. These include the 
following: 


Monitoring and measurement: 
this is how an organization 
tracks performance of its 
operations and activities. 


Nonconformance and 
corrective and _ preventive 
action: this section requires an 
organization to establish a 
method of responding to any 
nonconformances within the 
EMS. 


Records: an organization 
needs to establish a system to 
keep records pertaining to the 
EMS. 


Environmental § management 
system audit: a regular 
internal audit must be 


conducted to track the progress 
of achieving the EMSs goals 
and objectives. 


In the next issue Management 
Review will be described. 


Your computer monitor uses 
over 50% of the power for 


your computer. To conserve 
energy, turn it off when you 


leave at night. 





FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
REDUCE YOUR JUNK MAIL 





“ ~ ‘Tt takes 62 million trees and 15 billion gallons of water to 
produce one year’s worth of the United States’ bulk business mail. 


WHY DOES IT COME? 


Whenever you subscribe to a magazine, place a credit card order, join an 
organization, or donate to a charity, chances are your name is added to a 
mailing list. The mail they send out is called “bulk business mail”, commonly 


HOW DO YOU GET RID OF IT? 


The only way to reduce the amount of junk mail is to reduce the access to your 
name and address so that it will not be sold or traded. 


You can reduce the amount of junk mail by taking the following steps. 
Reduce the current flow of junk mail 


Remove your name from mailing lists as soon as you receive the junk 
mail. Most catalogs include a toll-free number you can call or call an 
advertisers subscription service to have your name removed. 


Call your credit card companies and ask them not to sell or trade your 
name. 


Prevent junk mail before it starts 


When you make a donation or order items include a note that says you do 
not want the organization or company to lend, sell or trade your name to 
other mailing lists. 


Avoid filling out contest entries. 


Avoid mailing unnecessary warranty cards, these are used to generate 
mailing lists. 


Recycle the junk mail you do receive 
Junk mail can be included with “mixed paper’ recycling. 


If you do not know where or how to recycle paper call your local Town 
Hall or 1-800-CLEANUP for information. 


Other junk mail reduction tips 


If unwanted mail comes with the words “address correction requested” or 
“return postage guaranteed” cross off your name and write “Refused- 
Return to Sender’. 


If you get duplicate mailings call and have the extra copy eliminated. 


The Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MA DEP) has 
developed a brochure that includes all of this information and the names and 
phone numbers that you can call to have your name removed from mailing 
lists. 


If you would like additional information or would like to receive a copy of the 
brochure call the MA DEP Consumer Waste Reduction Program at 
(617) 292-5834. 


Information excerpted from MA DEP Publication: Reduce Your Junk Mail Get Rid of It! 


